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Panama’s deposed Presi- 
dent, Arnulfo Arias was re- 
buffed on the diplomatic front 
yesterday. So he turned back 
to direct action by invading a 
meeting of Latin American' de- 
fense leaders in his long-range 
battle with a military junta 
that overthrew him. 

“I am chief of my country’s 
delegation and I am relin- 
quishing my seat to my com- 
mander in chief,” said the 
stunned Panamanian delegate 
as Aria's burst into a meeting 
of the Inter-American Defense 
Board. 

Arias, 67-year-old Harvard- 
educated doctor ousted for the 
third time as Panama’s Presi- 
dent Oct. 11, had sprinted past 
a receptionist’s desk, bolted 
up a flight of red-carpeted 
stairs and rushed into the 
meeting after the Organiza- 
tion of American States re- 
fused to immediately consid- 
er his request to state his 
case. 

He read a five-paragraph 
statement denouncing the mil- 
itary junta that ousted him 
He said it was infiltrated by 
Communists and a definite 
threat to the Panama Canal 
Zone and the whole hemi- 
sphere and called on the De- 
fense Board, the military arm 
of the OAS, to take action. 

Then he turned on his heel, 
walked slowly down the stair- 
case and got into a waiting 
limousine, ehauffered by a 
friend. 

“Just doing my duty as con- 
stitutional president,” "Arias 
shouted as his car pulled 
away. 

Delegates to the Defense 
Board, which meets in the 
same building as the OAS, re- 
ceived Arias in complete si- 
lence. 

“We were just stunned,” a 
spokesman said. “This . was 
supposed to be a routine meet- 
ing and nobody expected Mr. 
Arias to appear.” 



